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Welcome to Newsletter #5 brought to you with the help of Janine Dawley 

and Doug Tabor. Thank you once again to both of them. 

 

As much as I enjoy babbling on about guns, shooting, ammo, the great 

outdoors and whatever topics of interest, I could use some help.  

There are a lot of far more knowledgeable people on about anything than I, 

that could bring valuable information to these pages.  For example, 

most of us kind of think we know how to put a new scope on a new 

rifle, and site it in “good enough”. But there are people here that 

can set up a new rifle and scope to precision accuracy that you could 

shoot flies at the 100 yard range.  Those folks could write a guide 

for us “hackers” that could give us better understanding of the 

process. Of course we won’t become the ballistic scientist that they 

are, but we will be smarter for it.  Folks with medical backgrounds 

could give us some ideas on the most important supplies and skills we 

should have to handle problems that we may run into.  Whatever your 

expertise, you could make a contribution to the Newsletter and help to 

make it something members just can’t wait to read. 

 

You too could become a “published author”, it won’t add to your 

income, but you’ll get a warm fuzzy feeling. If interested please 

contact me at davejiles@gmail.com 

 

For those of you who are familiar with Tom Givens, you may know something of his 

reputation in the firearms training world. In 1996, Tom and his wife Lyn, opened 

their shooting range in Memphis, TN. They then started their training company, 
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offering defensive firearms training to people in that area. Based on their reputation 

for excellent instruction, people from all over came to train. After 18 years they sold 

the range and went on the road, offering high level training and instructor 

certification to people all around the country. These statistics demonstrate the value 

of good training. 

The following information is from Tom Givens of Rangemaster Defensive Firearms 

Training regarding his former student who later became victims of attack. At the 

time of this writing, 65 former Rangemaster students had been involved in armed 

encounters with criminals, here are the results: 

 62 were victorious; of those only three were shot, and recovered. All their 

defensive actions were found to be justified and they were not convicted of 

any crime. 

 3 were killed by their attackers. Although they were trained and permitted to 

carry in the jurisdiction where the crime occurred, they were unarmed at the 

time. 

The moral of this story; if you are properly trained and legally allowed, carry 

your stupid gun. 

 

 

Guns 101 

 
Always remain a student. Yup, just when you thought there was light at the end of the 

“newbie” tunnel, here comes the freight train. Now that you have become familiar with the 

basics; safety, basic gun handling, accuracy, loading and unloading and selection of gear and 

ammunition, it’s on to the next level. 

 

Once again, I am going on the assumption that we are working for proficiency in defensive 

use of firearms. What’s next is tactics, “the skill of using available means to accomplish an 

end,” as defined by the Merriam-Webster Dictionary. Simply put, you have chosen your 

gear, and how you are going to dress around it, your pistol is stylishly and discretely tucked 

away when a predator does what predators do, surprises you. How are you going to get said 

pistol out of its hidey hole and into action without first being shot, beaten or stabbed? Or, 



your eight round magazine is empty, the slide is locked back and the bad guy has not been 

sufficiently discouraged. It takes some practice and skill to smoothly reload. Please tell me 

you are carrying a spare mag. 

 

You are at a disadvantage. The bad guy does not care where his errant rounds go, but you 

will be held accountable for every one of yours, no matter how justified you are in firing 

them. On top of that, you need to be on the move, whether it is to retreat and escape the 

situation, or to aggressively stop the predator. Staying stationary does not promote 

longevity, so you need to be moving, looking for cover. This is all part of tactics. 

 

https://youtu.be/vWMPYOiACQw 

 

Then there is Murphy. Remember him, the “whatever can go wrong will go wrong” guy. 

Yeah, that guy. He will make your gun misfeed and jam at the worst possible moments. 

(Truth be known, you probably caused it yourself, but we will get into that later.) The point 

is, you need to fix it now. That involves more skills, and tactics that you need to learn and 

become proficient at. Then there are things like hitting a moving target, or hitting a target 

while you are moving, or the grand finale, hitting the target while you are both moving – in 

different directions! 

 

Continue to seek out training as you progress into the next level of skill. Maintain a good 

practice routine, do “dry fire” training every day if at all possible, and read or watch 

everything you can find regarding lethal use of force and other defensive subjects written by 

credible sources. 

 

Finally, we return to that part about you being responsible for every projectile that leaves 

the barrel of your gun. That goes whether you are elk hunting, shooting sporting clays, or 

protecting yourself from a lethal threat. In the case of a defensive matter, you will need to 

be cognizant of not only the threat you face, but all of the people in the area that you must 

not hit. 

 

This is why I am an advocate of shooting competitions such as IDPA (International 

Defensive Pistol Association) or IPSC (International Practical Shooting Confederation). 

Regular visits to a local match will give you lots of good shooting experience in a safe 

environment and there are a lot of good people that are happy to help you and give you 

good advice. Check it out, find some ranges and gun clubs in your area that have regularly 

scheduled matches and join in the fun. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/vWMPYOiACQw


 “If society is honest and historically accurate, the only question that 

has any relevance to the gun control debate is, ‘Do you trust those in 

government, now and forever, to not take your life, liberty, or property through 

the force of government?’  If the answer to that question is ‘No,’ the gun control 

debate is over. 

Kris Ann Hall  JD 

 

EPGAC Range Safety Officers 

 

If you are a currently certified RSO, still reside in the area, and are still a 

member, we need your help.  I am not in the habit of calling individuals and 

begging them to help fill the RSO schedule for the “Public Day” staffing 

throughout the summer months. We are asked by the Estes Valley 

Recreation District to provide some public access, so we open for 3 hours 

each week, from June through October. We try to have 3 RSO’s each week 

so that we have one to cover each of the ranges, as well as one member to 

work the sign in desk and collect money from guest. This duty, by the way, 

can count as your required “clean up day” time. 

 

We are 1/3rd of the way though the season and a handful of members 

have faithfully shown up to help cover as needed. The schedule is wide 

open and there is a link to my email on the Website, just let me know what 

days you can sign up for and I will put you on the schedule. 

 

No one in this club is drawing a paycheck; everything that happens is a 

volunteer effort. Please be part of that effort thank you. 

 

Dave Jiles   Public Day RSO Coordinator 

davejiles@gmail.com 

 

 https://youtu.be/6_hF-C1Dl_0 
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Bullet Points        

 

As I began to write this month’s “Bullet Points”, I am perched on a hill slightly above the 

shoreline of a large and beautiful reservoir in Wyoming, awaiting another fantastic sunset, on 

July 4th, 2021. 

 

In Wyoming, fireworks are big business, and on the Fourth of July, almost everyone has some. 

Some people have lots of them, and so you can camp on public land and watch the incredible 

displays of fireworks for free, except for the cost of fuel to get there and back. 

 

This was quintessential Americana, new stuff and old stuff, 40 year old pickup trucks towing 60 

year old fishing boats, and new Cadillac Escalades pulling speed boats that cost ten times what 

my first house did, all taking their turn at the boat launch ramp. We saw every type of toy you 

can ride on or in, land or water, dirt bikes, four wheelers and side by sides, big trucks and little 

cars.  I watched a couple of the nearby campers riding those new “Onewheel” electric  

contraption that looks kind of like a skate board, but different. And a gentleman drove past in a 

cherry 58 Ford Thunderbird convertible. 

 

And when the sun went down, out came the fireworks, large and small, spectacular and timid, a 

pop, a fizzle, and a big boom with colorful stars lighting up the sky.  First it came from the east 

end of the campground, then a bigger one from the west end, and then an impressive display 

from the homes across the lake.  You could almost hear someone say “oh yea, watch this” as a 

few hundred dollars worth of fireworks were lit up at once. The best show I’ve seen in years. 

 

So what is the “bullet point” to this whole story, I’m glad you asked. It is simply this.  Despite the 

turmoil of the past year, disappointments, and unwanted changes in our lives, we are still 

Americans. We still live in the greatest country on the planet, and most of us still get along with 

each other and help those who need it. Regardless of the gloom and doom, and the people who 

try to drive a wedge between us, the majority ain’t buying it. 

 

An old “Viet Nam” vet friend that lives down in Florida tells me he has still not seen any of the 

naysayers on the beaches building rickety boats for an escape to Cuba. Me, I’m staying put, 

here in America. 

 

“The pessimist complains about the wind. The optimist expects it to change. The realist adjusts 

his sails!”                        

 William Ward 


